HE TEL ECRETS
Chhraga Daily Tribune; Jun 5, 1895: ProQuest Historical Newspapers Chicago Tribune (1849 - 1986)
p-

HE TELLS NO SECRETS

J. B. GREENHUT'S EXAMINATION
TURNS OUT TO BE A FAILURE

Porsistent Prodding by Attorney NMayer
for the Party in Power Hus No Effect
Except to Make the Whisky Trust's
Ex.FPresident Angry for n Moment=
Tnatnuations of All Sorts Thrawn Out,
Townrd All of Which Greenhut Re-

1 tains a Contemptuous Sllence,

Joseph B. Greenhut, ex-President of the
whisky trust, lost his babitunl ealm for a mo-
ment yeaterday, and then, whito with aunger,
under u fire of mereiless questions, looked as
if about to spring on Levy Mayer, who wns
interrogatiug him. He wason the stand in
Mauster in Chancery Booth’s oftice for an
nour. Questiona which thinly veiled insin-
uations and chnrges that he had removed im-
portant books und papers from the trusi's
offico and that he and other directors had
earried on vast speculations nt the expense of
tha trust wore flung at him over and over
again, The ox-P'resident refused to answer
all but a few of them,

Ex-Sceretary Hennesay pursued a like
course of refusal to answer, and Nelson Mor-
ris, on giving notice that ho would do the
same, was not called, The refusals were
certitied back to the United States Circuit
Court. If the latter decides tho witnesses
must anawer they will have the alternative of
deing so or facing punishment for contempt.
A hot legal Lattle witl ensuo beforo they
yield.

Mr. Booth’s little office was comfortably
crowded when Greenthut and Hennessy came
in accompnaicd by their lawyer, Mr. Burry.
Nelson Morrls with his lawyers, Edwin Walk.
er and llenry Wolf, followed. I, K. Boyesen
of counsel for the receiver and Levy
Mayer and ex-Judge Meoran, carrying
an  armful of law books nnd records
of the trust, came last. Mr. Henocasy
testified tirst. 1lis examination was as to tho
whereunbouts of letter press books containing
copies of corr 1 11 Greonh He
swaore the books were it his houso and was
finully excused tomporarily, peading un in-
spection of the books, which it wus agreed
should Le made by the muster on condition
{hat copics of private letters bo torn out.
Then Mr. Greenhut was called.
ut Refuses to Answer,

Gron

Attorney Mayer asked hiin o number of
preluninary guestions about his  former
otlicers and their duties, which were answered,
When Mr. Mayer asked the witness what sal-
iry or snluries he received Mr. Burry told
eenhut not to rnuswer aud he obeyed,

* Did you ever turn over to the reeciver any
property 2 asked Mayer.

= All 1n my possession.

The answer did not suit the lawyer, who re-
peated his question in another form.

 Don't unswer lum,” sitid Burry nfter the
muaster had ruled he must answer. Greenhut
retuszed 1o answer who wis present when the
property was turned aver or to describe it or
mendion the sule.

** Was your private und otlicial office in the
company's butiding the smne?”’ Mayer in-
quired,

™ Yos”

He refused to sny when he discontinued the
private office or to tell where his private pa-
pers were kept,

= After Jun, 28, 1803, the date of the re-
ceivership, did yuu reinuve any papers fromn
the ofiice?"

The Muaster’s direction to answer the ques.
tioo was agnin disregarded. Mayor repeated
the question over and over again in different
shnpes, e asked whethor Greenhut did not
tnke out u wnckage of papers Sunduy,
whether he caused uny to ba removed,
whether he took rny that he believed beluuged
to himself, whether hii< son took uny, infusing
into every question the subsizntinl necusation
that vaiuabie papers had wveen taken away
clandestineiy by the witness.

Did vou not know valuable papers are
missing? Did you cause any to be removed?”
he wits a=ked.

“No.” Greenhut esclaimed. **You need
not giare at me at that fashion!” he conlin-
ued, making a motion to rise. **Iunder-
stand your insiouation:. You baso them on
your spy beside you. 1 will attend 1o all
this !

{iHe looked dungerous for a moment, then
recavered hia setf-pussession und the procecu-
ings went on.  Mhyer, injecting runcor and
innuendo, asked more questivns about the
issing pupers.

ave you any leiter-press books of tho
company?”

o N(J."

Greeohut refused to answer numerous gues-
tions avout the boaks, including oue whether
his private secretary had access to them,

JMr. Mayer Makes u Slip.
“Do you know where the missing letter
books ure?”’

g 1

“Weil. I do. They are in our rossession.”

.Then Mr. Burry wanted to know it the books
which should be in the custody of wne receiver
were in Mayer’s hands. Mr. Boyesen ex-
pinined that JMayer weant they were in the
goseessmn of the interest vpposed to Green-

ut.

* Did you kecep scparnte letter books for
telegrums?) Mayer inquired.

** 1 believe not.”’

The Iawyer produced two telegram copying
bouks, whereupen the witness said _the toie-
graph operator in the company's office build-
mg kept the books. He could not say who
piid for them or give tho name of the oper-
utor.

* Could you answer these questions if you
disregarded the advice of your counsel 7'

** Never mind answering,” said Burry after
the Mugter had averruled his abjection.

The insinuations conveyed in Mayer’s ques-
tiuns that valuanle papers hud been abstracted

Were = what wew to witehers of the litiga-
tion. ¢ papers are believed to refer to tho
nhtewed ck speculntions of the diroetors de-

seribed 1o pendimg  bins. The remainder of
the questions concerned those transactions,
Mayer asked whether the trust used a cipher
coue and whether the word “‘notion ” in it
stood tor Greenhut. The usunl refusul to
answer followed.

*¢ Did you use the eipher coile??

** Yes, for private budiness.”

* Haw, then, did your messages come to be
copied in this oflicial copybuok "

He showed the book 1o Greenhul, who re-
Iused tosay whether any telegrims had refer-
ence 1o the busi ess of the trust,

* Batween January, 1803, and Mny, 1803,

gaid Mayer, ** I find the code referred to used
in disputches to Counselman & Day of this
city. Was it used in refercuces to mntters
1n which the company was mtereste:d®”
.. Greenhut refused to suswer this, and n sim-
ilur question concerning dispatches to Moore
& Schiey of New York. Mayer showed him
twenty-six messages signed C. & D, in cipher
cvidently quotimg a stock.

** Do these telegrams refer to stock spacu.
lations carried vn by the directors of the eom-
pany under Hobart's nnme?” No answer,

Timportant Question Ununswered,

“Did you aud other directors use over
$500,000 of tho company’s funds in the
purchise of stocks and have the stocks been
turned over to the company ?'"

Greenhut  kept silence while Mayer re-
peuted the question several tunes, wanting to
know in addition what had becomo of the
stock,

Burry interposed an okjection on the ground
the questions were immazerial, and said they
sought to get evidenco to use ugainst the wit-
ness in suits pending. A wranglo of lnwyers
telieved the tension, After it wns over
Mayer told the Master he was through for
the present, and nsked that the witness be re-
ported to the court., Edwin Walker then
unnounced trouble and time coud Le saved
by omitting to call Nelson Morria, He wouid
rc[use to answer questions, ~o the Master cer-
nified his refusal alsv, nnd the hearing enaed.
The examination of other witnesses will be-
gin this mornmg.

I'he threat of Thomas Lynch Jr., one of
the owners ol the Shuleidt distiilery, that he
would atteinpt to wke possession of the |
plant should the Supremeo Court forfeit the |
charter of the whisky trust caused Iteceiver
MeNulty yesterday to pinee Deputy United
States )lnxrshul Hugh Curran in charge of
the distitlery, and half a dozen of the em-
ployés were sworn io ns specinl deputies, The
receiver called on the Marshal at the same
time to send a special deputy to take custody
of the Riverdale and the Calumet distilleries,
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