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HIT AT SWEAT-SHOPS,

SPEAKERS UBGE THE EIGEI-HOUB
LAW FOR WOMEN.

At A Meeting ot Kimball Fall, Whore o
Joint Debata Was Expected, Reprasont
stives of the Manufacturors' Aswocia-
tina Fall to AppearFranklin Mac:
Veagh in n Letter Expresses HielT in
Yavor of Shorter MonfseAdidreases by
Honry D, Linvd and Dr. Hirsoh.

Worthy chawplons of the aight-houriaw wWere

Trepaved to'cross vhetorical awords with rep-

resentatives of ‘the Mnnafacturers' Associn.

tion at Kimball Hall yesterday aftornoon,
but they found’ no’ foomen awniting them.

The association, by its Secretary, sent a let.

Ter SAYUg LA it thought TIa 200G \Waula coma

from tho joint debate, and therefore’ thie chal-

leago was declined, From Franklin Muc-

cugh, 4 member of the association,
cumo n demial that he was oppoad.
to the footory law and’ words ' of

encouragement for those who are fighting for
its enforcement. Thé hall was filled with peo-
ple who had come prepared foru foremsiv
strife. They were a trifle disappointed, but
soon forgot thet in listening to the speeches
of Henry D. Lloyd, Mre. Charles Henrotin,
Rabbi Hirsch, and Dr. Bayard Holmes, It
was elearly an eigbt-hour audience. Mrs
J. Morgan presided aud Mrs, Fanny Cava.
ueugh was Secretary, :

first business was the reading of the
letter from the Manufactarers’ Aszgolation
declining to debate, It was from Seoretary |
3, F. Tilt, a6 follows: ;

“Mrs, T. J. Morgan—Dear Meadam: |
In rteply to your imvitation 'to par-
ticipate in a debate on the question of ‘the
eight-hour law for wwomen as applied to this
State would sny that we dd not think nny
vracticn! good would bo accotnplished by
such debate,  Whilo it is probable that & ma-
jority of the members of the Iilinois Man-
ufcturérs’ Associntion would favor such n
lnw If it was general in ita application
instend  of as at  present,
we huve to look ut s pructical
effect on the industries of the State. Should
it be enforeed °t will place those of us who
eploy that class of lubor ut n decided disyd-
vuutnge with those ecngog: in' gimilar
branehes in other States,  As the ’iﬂndunlmn
would be reduced one-fifth it would of neces.
sity increase the expense four.iths in a like
ratio, and in these duys of small profits and
close competition' it would huve one of two
effects, cither 1o _supplant female with male
nbor or to drive manutacturers {o other
Stules where no such restriction oxista.
We will ot enter into’ the constitutionnlity
of the luw, ns that will be argued by our ut-
torneys before the Supreine Lourt, but wodo
not think that such #n outrage on the liber-
ties of the working women of this State,
which at once deprives them of the liberty of
mnking a contract’ and robs’ of oue-
fitth of their enrniugs, will be upheld, And
we have no doubt when this is thoroughly un-
derstood by the different labor unions that

|

mex wiil gludly invitenn honest effort to have
such a pernicious law repenled.”
MaoVeagh Favars Short Hours.

A letter from ono of the inembers of the
Manufacturers’ Association, Franklin Mace-
Vengh, wus also read.. It was ns follows:

" Mrs, T, J. Morgaun-—Dear Madum: 1
have recelved your notification of a* meeting
ut Kimbull Hall Sunday afteruoon, addressed
ta me, ny [ ussume, vs & nunufnoturer and ns
ono opposed to theeuforcement of the fuctory
luw passed by the Inst Legislature, You will
permit me to sny that neither as a citizen nor
us & munufacturer am I opposed to the fac-
tory law; and it is in operation in such facto.
riesy us we hove, Indeed, I am in favor of
eight hours as the common limit ot work,
though T might ur might not approve of par-
ticuiar Inws on the siibject. Indeed, I hope to
see the eight-hour reform brought about with.
out {oo much iegislution,

“ 1 write to you because I do not want my
position confused. Iam so niuch in favor of
shorter hours that I hove long ago reduced
the working hours in our estabhishment fron
ten to nine without the codperation of my
competitors. Last winter when the eight-hour
factory law was being enforced, the times be-
ing sa hurd, in the interest of the workors, as
our hours were already redu to nins. I
should have been glad to let the winter go
through ou that busis, not b convinced
thint thore wus & generu) effort (o enforco the
luw, but whon 1'found thora was such_effort
we immediately put it in operalion, 1 huve
s0 long been in favor of roduced haurs of
labor that I was surprised to find myeelf
classed in this ingtance as an untugonist of
my own views,”

Mrs, Morguo unnounced that she had ro.
ceived t messpge from Me. MacVeagh to the
effect that he wus compelled to leave the city
on important business uud for that redson he
Whs oL present.

The Brst apeaker was Henry D. Lioyd, He
snid the crucial peint involved jn the sweat.
shap law is the right of the State to control
contracts made by women for the sale of
their labor. " This Illinois law.” said the
speuker, * is evolutionary, not revolutionary.
It follows logicaily ai ically in the
sequence of social -devolopment,
Bur our great Chicago clathivg munufacturers
say 1o their employés: * You shall not bive
the shortening of hours In any way, You
cannot have it by individual request; you
cannot have it by union; you caunot have it
by law,’ They do not tako this attifude in
iguorance of the conditions in which their
proplo work, So keen is their appreciation,
on the contrury, of these conditions that busi.
ness-men go mad at the mere fear that thoy or
their loved ones may descend inta that inforno.
Had thero been no trades unions in Chicago
and no trades union leaders to raise the peo-
plo in mass-meetings, with members and com-
ittees in Springfield and Washingtoo to
guide State and national investigations
through the baby farms of Chicago Industry,
1llinois would not have toduy the best anti.
swentshop law on the statute books of any
civilized community. The uniona of Chicngo
anre here to stuy notwithstanding the war that
is now being made upou them, and  tho aati.
stveatshop iaw is there to stay, If the Su.
preme Court of this State flods the law un-
constitutional or’ void we will change tho
form of the law, If that is not emough wo
will change the Constitution,”

Mrs, Charles Honrotin was the next speaker,
She snid tho absonce of the manufncturers
from the meeting was of little consequence,
Such meetings wera of vaiue because 'they
served to educate public sentiment, The
question at 1ssue is not n ten-hour or an eight-
hour dny, but whether it _ia constitutional 10
restrict or fimit: n day’s work by law to any
number of hours. Mrs. Henrotin spoke of
the aw 28 jt
hus  been . The girls who do
piece work bave not hud their enrningy re.
duced by the shorter hours, They have found
themselves nble to acconiplish a3 much work,
T » time™ workers hove suffered u slight
reduction on the pay. The speaker suld she
would advise all workingwoman to join lubor
unions and to agitato for shorter hours for
women bocause it menns in the end shorter
hours for ull workers, men and women,

Swontor Boss Worse thau Pedrone.

Dr. E. G, Hirsch said there are two fetiches
in the economical creed of people educated
under Britlsh or Americun influunces,

other the competitive system.
smid, has no right to moke a contract by which
it mortgages its future health and strengih,
Nowman can contract away that which iy
ot his own. Where child labor is a necessi-
1y the sacinl syster is wrong and must be re-
formed. The father has no right_to sell his
child to the factory and it is the duty of the
State 10 provent bim if he desired to do such
o thing. The sweat:shop proprictor who em-
ploys child labor, suid Dr. Hirsch, ia worse
than the Itulinn padrone,  The lntter at feast
sends his little victima into the outer air,
They frequently breathe the air of the boule-
~irds, but the vietim of the sweat shop i3 im.
prisolied in an atmoshere so foul that
the manufacturer  who  wases  rich
Dy the system wounld not permit his pet dog
to breathe it, " One” said ths speaker,
#ywho had perhaps more tenderness for hu-
manity thon uoy (thor man who ever lived
suid *suffer Little children to come unto me.’
1f he came to Chiengo and iuto the churches
which bear his naine he would say sufier the
children to grow up to heulthy manhood and
womnahood and do not compel them to mort-
e their future.’

g"i!)l', Buyurd Holmes, Doan of the College of
Physicians #nd_Surgeony, discusged  femule
labor irom A ph’rf:iologicnl standpoint. He
said it is impossible for a gitl fron 14 to 18
years of age to 'nrk‘ loug hours {n the fuctory
witbout permauneni injury.

\Villinx’}n C, Pomeroy und Ethelbert Stewart

of the Bux:gnu of Labor Statistics spolke brief-

1y, and the meeting ended witht n speech by T.
J. Morgan. The latter said re
houra of labor is socialism, an
£hat the time will come when competition will
ba aholished and children will not be com.

led to work. The meeting adapted resolu.
mnx indorsing the sweat-shop law and urging
ita enforcement.
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