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0T 0N WHERLS”

ritle Given Tllinois’ Mighest
Legal Tribunal.

DELAYS OF THE SYSTEM.

Judges and Lawyers Find No
Advantage in It,

JUSTICES EVER ON THE MOVE

YViews of Melville W. Fuller and Ben-
Jamin D. Magruder,

e

FEW CHANCES FOR CONSULTATION.

Like atraveling circus or A yypsy caravan
the Supreme Cowrt of the State of Tllinois,
gometimes called ** The Court on  Wheels,”
wihsuch of ita records nnd papers ng ore
pecesaary, moves fram one city to another,
making the circuit of the State twico each

ear. .
7 ke etrolling plnyers, playing an engage-
ment in this city today and that toworrow,
¢ha dignifled Justices of the Supromo Court
of the Stato of 1llinvis can have no home
s guring the season.”  They may have resi-
dences 10 this city or that city to which they
may go occasionally, but they must live a
good share of the timo on railroad trains or
in hotels,

Like the samples of n traveling salesmnan,
{be papers and opinions of the Supremu Court
of the Stato of 1lnois are shipped from place
to place aud follow or precede the Justices in
their tours of the State,

Is this for tho best interests of the peoplo of
Jllinois? Is thia constant traveling end knock-
ing about in hotels conducive to that delibera-
tion and thought that aro cxpeeted of wen
bolding such high and impartant posttions?
Init in keeping with the dignity of tho court
sod of the State that it represents? Isit of any
benefit to lawyers or litignnts?

Chief Justico Melvitle W. Fuller of the Su-
preme Court of the United States thinks not,
sod Chief Justico Euller has had wiavy years’
experienco at the Iilincis bar.

Chief Justice Benjumnit. D, Magruder of the
Bupreme Court of Iiaois thinks not, and
who is in & better poeition to judgo of the sub-
Ject than Chief Juatice Magruder?

No Dissouting Votee.

The othor Justizea of tho Supreme Court of
Tlhnois, so far as it has Leen posaible to learn
their views, think not, and they certainly
cught to know how the system works.

Of 200 or 300 lawyers in tho State who have
been eaked for their views only ono has ndvo.
caied “the court on wheels,” and the lawyers
surely know what system will give the best
rosulis.

Thero undoubtedly was o time jn the history
of Illinois when it was of benefit to hnvo the
Svpremo Court mect in threo different cities—
Uttawa, Spriugfeld and Mount Vernon—ns it
does now, In 1818, whon the Constitution
thea sdopted provided that *the judicial
voaer of the State should be vested ina Su-
preme Court and such iuferior courts us the

ro might ereate,’” there wns probably
,3 @ood reason why tho court shouldungro
‘about the Stato so rs to meet attornese and
liignnts half way. It was harderfor at-
forneysand litigants to get to the court then
fhan it is now, and furthermors the Justices
bad to hiold Circuit Coutts in the several coun-
ties then. There was less work, too, and tho
records wers not 80 mmany or 8o cupbersome.
The Justicos wero not 8o hurriod at their ses-

out success. 'Che friends of Ottawa and Mount
Vernon havo invarinbly rallied to tho support
of theso two cities and have beon nble to trade
off enough voles to placo overy such Inensire
on ille.  Other leginlators often had pot meas-

urcs that they were asxious {o put through,

oven at tho oxponse of the Supremo Court.

TRANSFERRING THE RECORDS,

sions and had not so manydocamentato study
£ %0 many opinions to write,

In 1841, when the numder of Justices was
inereased to mine, there was still 8 reason for
It Circuit Judgen had been nppointed in
1824, legialated out of oftlca in 1827, again ap-
pointed in 1535, and again legisiated out of
fice in 1841, so their work devolved upon the
Bapremo Court Justices,

ro nay have been a renson for it in 1848,
when they weroagain relioved of Circuit Court
datics and their number reduced to three,
It may havo been casicr nnd scemed moro just
:O'IIVG the Supreme Court move occnsionally

han 10 cainpel litiznnts, with the difticulties
expericuced in traveling, to como to it
Jrom distant parts of the State,

B\Ildy these reasons oxist in 18937 Flave
gym-mm nny time sinea 1870, when un-

T8 uew Constitution seven Justives wero
Mmigned to the Supreme Court? Facilitics
mm\:cl have increased, and it is no longer a
bardabip for a lnwyer to'go {2 the Suprcme
.unrl when necessary, On the contrary, if
b:h'ycn arc to bo belicved, the hurdship (o
Both lawyer nud client comea’ from the de
::ﬁ“'"llﬂccmium that bot|

oth are awaiting,
he migratory Supreme Court system is,
l’nnmlhnnnn othier one tuing, responsiblo
Or such deluys, Justices aud lawyers all
Agreo on this,
Where Opintons Are Written.

n:lmwrhng cases cannot be decided upon
“faslroad truins, and _records cannot, bo exam-
e #nd decisions written in _hotels or base-
Toenta of court-huuses, The timain the court.

00708 is entirely tuken up in hearing cascs
tad in conferences, and opinions huve ko wait
ol the Justicus ‘oan et hom, where they

+o have thut eclusion “that is necessary to n
broper connideration of them. The law re-
?:l"" reasons and details that ivaka athought.
wnt;:mununun nceessary even after a decis-
y s been reachied by the full court. J
iy yC %28 probably i reson at one timo
lu{ -‘lm Sapreme Court of Wisconsin atiould
iyl el from placs o place, but the renson no
wyRer existe, and - the e is now held al-
b ;: al Madison. So it is also 1 Michigan,
e e‘llle court sits nlways at Lansing: anc
in neiana, where ita sessions are held at In-
b ?'Dﬂlm; and in Towa, where the court is to

@ found at Des Moines,

I»:nelu.uc_. for teuvel uro as good in Illinois
m-: ler sister States; it is aw casy for law-
* .anv.f clients 10 get to her courts; her rece
dlo; nev 18 Yoluininous and as diflieuit to han-
and (2 toueh work is required of her Justices
‘hn_lf)\nm_enmlcu to us much cousidora.
'5)’03?} inois stall eticks to the primevat
Hitted 0k business. Tho syatem, it is ad-
s dustices and lawsers, resuita in do.
P cunfusion, wud sometimes conflicting
iy detracts from the dignity of the
fourt, the comfort of the Ju:

o eizl:!u-‘::ci:ﬁonndu l‘ll‘yr.-u as a class. Yet

sends her Suj i -

ing o (ol ie? Supremo Court. pos
Jinerous attempts have been mado to con-
late the Suprenie Court, but nlways with
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