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WANDERERNO MORE.

End Put to the Travels of the
Illinois Supreme Court.

SPRINGFIELLD I1S HOME.

Bince 1818 It Has Been-Stmg-
gling About the State.

DRAWBACKS OF OLD SYSTEM

Justices and Records Were Contin.:
ually on the Move,

ERROR AND DELAY WERE COHHO!\'..‘I

O Ionger will the Supreme Court of the

State of Ilinois, with the goods and
chattels pertaining to the conducting

of [ts business, wander about the ter-

ritory over which its jurisdiction extends.’
For soventy-nine years—ever since lts crea=
tion in 1818—It hasdone this. With its books
and records, it has straggled fremn Ottawao to
Mourt Vernon and from Mount Vernon to:
Bpringfleld, twice'round the State In every!
year. The dignified Justices have traveled!
from town to town like patent medicine men, ;
with legal lore instead of nostrums for-dis-
tribution. ‘With them have gone all the doc--
uments and multifarious papers which the
&dministration of the law finds necessary--t
until the Bupreme Court has earned for itselt {
the name of the * Court on Wheels.” But
the State Leglsiature has changed all that. ;

April 1—a most inappropriate day for the|
institution of i needed reform--the Leglsln~i
ture decided that the Supreme Court had
spent time enough on its wanderings; that to
the journeys of the Justices and the records
a period should be put. The bar to further
wandering took the form of a bill, the firsbl
two sectlons of which tell the atory: ’

Sec. 1. That for tho purpose of holding the
terms of the Supreme Court and the clection
of a clerk of suid count the State shall con-}
stitute one (1) grand division. ’

Sec, 2. The terms of the Supreme Court
shall bo held in the place provided therefor, |
at the City of Springfield, as follows: Ont the.
first Tuesday in October, December, ¥eb-
ruary, April, and June of each year.

Friday, April 2, Gov. ‘'anner signed the(
bill, and the last necessary step toward glv-]
ing the Supreme Court & home was com-|
Ppleted. The blll was presented to the Gove|
ernor hy Represéntative Miller of Coolt|
County, who had introiduced It and iabored,
dard for {ts passage. Afterslgning, the Gov-!
ernor.presented the pen which he had used!
to Mr. Miller. ¢ :

TFrom now on the Supreme Court is to have .
& permawent habitation. 1ts  peripatetlo
character will be lost, aond Instead of tha
somewhat undignified spectadle of the high--
est -legal tribunal of the State, with all Its:
bag and baggage, *‘ chasing up* rhe 1iti-
gants, there wlll be another—the Supremao
Court fittingly established In the State cap-
{tal, walting for litigants to come to it.

That the change wilk he for the better is
not the slightest shadow of 4 doubt, It has
long been felt necessary, but It nus been slow
in coming. Indeed, {n this respect, Iliinois
has been called considerably behind the
times” In Wisconsin the Supreme Court,
efter for & number of years traveling from
place to place, settled In Madlson.. In Michi-
gari the court is always held at Lansing. In
Indiana the court sits at Indianapolis. And
in Iowa the sesstons are held at Des Moines,
But in Illinols it has stuck to its old method,
though it combined the objections of end-’
less journeying for the Justlces and con-
tinual king and o

WMethad Tixefol in the Early Days,

1In 1818, when the Constitution then adopt-,
d provided that * the judiclal powers of the
State should bo vested in a Supreme Court;
and such inferlor courts as the Leglslature:
might create,” there was reason enough why,
the courts should move about tha State.
ravel in those days was a matter of time;
and difiloulty. Adequate transportation of
eny sort there was not. Good roads wero;
curlosities, and it was not only convenlert
but necessary that the courts should meet.
the attorneys and litigants half-way, Fur
thermore, the Justices:then had to hold Cir
cuit Courts in the several counties. Thers
was less work, too, and the records Were
nelther so many nor o cumbersome. And;
1he Justices were not 5o hurrled at thelr ses-;
slons and had not #0 many documentg toi
study, or so many opinions to write.

Later, In 1841, after Circult Judges had|
been appolnted and agalin leglslated out of!
office, the same reasons still held gdod..
Even in 1848, when the number, of Justices|
after belng ralsed to nine was decreased to:
three, it perhaps seemed more convenlent|
for the court rather than the litigants and |
attorneys to move, but at a later date the.
hottom, littie by little, had fallen out of all|
the arguments formerly applicable. Theol i
days of circuit riding and the * sadédlebag **
Circuit Judges were gone, The good-hat-:
ured, quick-witted, story-telling crowd of}
Judges and attorneys, who spent thelr time+
half on horseback, half in thotowns whero
court was being held, had takento new ways
and methods. But the Suprems Court,
though taking advantage, as was natural,
of improved means for transportation and
the conducting of business, still held to tha
ways of its fathers and journeyed as rellg~
fously from place to place as though It wera
still seving attorneys and ltigants miles of
weary horseback travel across the liiinois
nratries. |

History of the Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court of Illinols, as createn
by the Constitutlon of 1818, first consatsted
of the Chief Justice and threa Assoclated
Justices who were relected by joint ballot
of the General Assembly and commisstoned
by the Governor. From: 1818 until Dec. 26,
1824, the Justices were obliged to hold Clr
cult’ Courts im the various vounties, and
during that time the following were appotnt-{
od Justices, each new appointment aftar they
first four slgnifying the expiratlon of thaj
term of ofiice or the resignation of & pre=.
viously eppointed Justice:

...Appoiniea Oct. 0. 1813;

‘Appointed Oct. ¥, 161
.Appointed Oct. 9, 1818

Dec, 29, 1524, the Legislature relleved tho !
Bupreme Court Justices of Circult Court.
"dutles, and for a little over two years tho!
members of the higher court had a com-
paratively easy time ot it, Jan. 12, 1827, how=
ever, they were again given Circuit Court
duties to perform, and were not again re-
lioved of them until Jan, 7, 1835, though a,
Circult Court Judge was appointed Jan, 8,
1629, Lo assist in the work, and enother wa3
added Jan. 23. Between 1824 and 18306 but
two Justlces of the Supreme Court were an-
pointed—Samuel D. Lockwood, Jan, 19, 1825,

Theophilus W. Smith, Jan. 19, 1825,

In 1841 the court was increascd to nino
members, and the Circuit Court duties from
which they had been freed in 1835 wers agalix
required of them. Between that tlme and
1848, when the court was reduced to thres
members snd given a nine-year term of
oflice, there were many changes, The ap
pointments made were as follows: - .

Sydney Breesa.. -

Walter B, Ecates Feb, 19, 144
Etyphen A. Pouglas, .. .Feb, 10, 184
Tlieophilus W, Smith. JFeb, 10, 154
Eumuel 3, Treat Feb. 10, 184

Thomas Ford.
John D. Catun.

Ang
TSl Jan) 20 1867
First Eleciion of Justices,

Under the Constitution “of 1848 the first
elsction of Juslices of the Buprems Court:
was held. It took place Sept. 4, 1840, ard
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El muel H, Treat, John D. Caton, and Lyraan
'rumbull, the first mn of whom were then
on ihe bench were elected, Between 1845
and 1870, wm-n the coirt was Increased (o
Eeven mémbers under the new (‘mmuumm
the following Justices were elected

i ]

iter

'mm \I\e ndoptlon of the
{he numnbar of Jusrier

D e ine talhna ik Pava nel
nthony ‘tlarnton,

min 1. ton,
bty Allfrer,
b

l;i:/ﬂ i Jlu’!k

T ehe eatlier fag (he duty oF the dusiices,
mnuzh nuendeﬁ by eolalderable travel on
nveyinces of \nxl\i\ls

U

llb and x wldded np-
pnu-my \o the. ommﬁswlncmslng labare,
GOV. JOHN

He Has Signed the Bllf Which Gives the

The court, according to the aystetn, met i
Aapeh and September ar OUAWA, I Januury

&rd June at Sm'lx gheld, nrd in May anid Na-
vember at Mounl Vernon In golti to and
zeany Ahelr ligroer, afLudel In viaciius pleta
of the Stare, and the snsllur £ the conrt

each Tustl ade tweil 5 year, ot
elghty-four tripy In ull. Jn Auldlllml to this
|8, £ustons of going liome af the xecond week

of the two Oftuwa sesslons ued of the Jan-
mnry sednlon ot Hpringheid had grown up.
“Uhis made foriy-two Lrins move, o roral of
20 1ripe lor e Justices each year,
d e dvaveled by \he court records
renter, To slarl, for example,
lal‘m.l)rr term at Ottawe, The
prescuted wore wonsidersd, declded,
und/couct -d!uurneu. 'rnen { e)omw K
of the records wau boxes,
omhsuémh GI lllv- nasrs
ackeq und shipy=d 1o th
PR nstles tudied the
hriefs, absiracy, and record of (lie caaes ns-
B{zned to him, shd wrote out bis reasons for
nhe declslan af ihe court,
Tecords Maide 14 Teins.

MThe nexi sesion oF the eOUTt Wak in Mount
Veroan, In Novenber, and eacli Jusies
packsd his Writen opintons and shipped
1hem to that place, 10 be diSCuEsed by the
entire bench, Thove they were again backed

papers In each and every case before the
epinjon was recorded. Ag mere ATe SIX pes-

l ons of 1he court éach year, Bnecs o
ench Jusiice made elghteen lrl]w Defare he-
xnn yrupuly revorded o um placs where (he
e wis Uegun. The 1atal of (eipn by \he
mvul of all The .hm'ceu WaE then the same
an thet of (he Journeys maue by the Justices
themaselyen, Dut g1l declslons recorded at

ht lrlm more, or
total nl )Iﬂ nenurlme yucmnn and snip-
of caurt recards.

T%.v (hme of the Justlees liag nnmmunly
‘veen divided ahoul ae follows: ‘I'iey met af
Bo'tlock in the momms nnu congldered m
tlong uniil b oel m Do nu_;mu !r. m
- hes wau- an t)lg honeh ar e
40 the conference roatn. At 7 o%elack ln lllo
evaning they ugaln entered tha eonference
mam uns were at work untli U or 10 o'clack
atn

Un nr these cov\muuns the Qifficultien ex»
perieneed with the ' migratory ™ court gl
obyious, From the tralin the Justices en-
tered almost dirsctly Into the court-room,

o

¢ BWaY 10 be rou-
1t 1s hardly a sronder that the decl-
slona of the Supreme Court of llllnolu nlww
remarkable mnd puzzling featurs “T'h;
eolrt did nev zeom ta know its ‘G ind,
Itat timez a5 good as */ reveued"nml. g
Uverlpg diamerrleally apposed declsions
Jpan two eazca Invalving file rame palnte.
elaye and oo Werg Inevitnble, In-
dled. it wnuld b! hlrd ta find a much hetter

essod efficlency of the court, Theaclual

apl lni on under the old method, w arddnsl
Lhe opirions of may: Lo yere seldom ropre
nted the combined wisdom of lll! col ﬂ»

'ulo hand ol lhe Iu!lle:(o whom lheoase)u:g

been turned o the opihion W
only evident, and wl th a peripatelie
court Xhl‘ oonlrl not bea\

ut cyer t ihe obvipus adyants-
grs ot n:enhunsu. lts consumma(lon hos been
uch time and dabate, nrd ma

oceaslon of .l'rurﬂ than a lttls Buw(ﬂl.
the ‘603 1hé quiestion has served aa a ¢ rupttol
ciuse of jenlousy among the hrea ell‘el
whera 1he court hsd' been acopstomed {0

meel, and, througlh them amang the (ircs
parts loto which the State has been divided—
m‘clslwﬂmrn Central, and Northern Grnm

Blylsto

Kvery move o makeany ene of the Uwea
cltlea nw pﬂrmiﬂcl’!t home af the Supreme
Court met by sirenuons object|on
from ms mo nmeu nnﬂ all propositions af
ihe sort have hecn ntiended brmure orlesa
debate RS 1 What part of the Siate would
Drovo tho maet eonvenlont sites Al ml.ml:Ar
ot claims haye at various tlmes

rv\md far Chlcago, (18 me and rnﬂrnul
cblmu\llu\s making {t, opinien of
many, pal \ﬂcu]nr!y deslm le‘ Sbrlnl.'llullli
lowever, belng I the center of tho Brate

R. TANNER.

lliovis Supreme Court a Permanent Home.

the Btate capltal, and easily acoesillile from
almest any paint, bas had most adlisrents,

1n 1he eontest whieh nas ended in the
clhojep of Bnrlum‘!d u'e\-e has been engaged
AL one time and en T & large part of (he
legal nm1< |emmuve mlenl which the Stats
his produced. Tha Gmslnn 1ast Thursday
huts, Fawene or, Eettled the matte:, and {8 gine
erlly earlsfactory, n\vmrh Ditawa  and
Mount Vernan fought it 1o the fast.

X —_—=
WHERE THE OTTAWA SESSIONS OF THE SUPREME COURT ARE HELD.

scheme for hampering the court’s afielency,
In defense of 1 m eystem there was nelhlng
which in the precent day could ba nrged,
a that the Biats had val
pmlas &t OLintwa and Mount Varnon
court weis establlshed in
sarlnxﬂeld. would become taeless, At the
Umo thls had force. But the b\llldln:s nr\l
llb!nx‘lel In thoge places Will now be af use
ta the Appellata Courls which meet there,

nlmav-mnn- Hard 10 Pind.

The antages of the changs 16 3 net-
ml.n!l\( lcmlun nL Enrlngﬂnld. on the other

feard: nnu Eupreme Court are
submitted on printed! briels, and v lhn\xl
oea) Areurhent. - Siich documents ace

fly malled to the Cierl fn ope place a3 In
another. Vith the prenm !nnmllru for
\ru-poﬂltlun‘ lawyera wh 0 urg o
the n will exnuhnc:nﬂ!rou
in tes snd

Yaing to Bpringfd. U Wits
nm(slmvo no occn;km lo be presert. Buch
might Inconyenlence zs may be caused I

gounsel Wil bo wholly overshadored by the
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