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WHY FILTH ABOUNDS
Revelations in Reference to
Streets and Alleys,

WOMEN U

THEIR EYES

An Investigation by the Munici-
pal Order League,

REPORTS OF THE MEMBERS,

How Cm'elcss.(‘,ity Employes Negleet
Their Labors.

BITTBR COMMENT OF RESIDENTS,

”‘%ﬂ‘h . ,‘;l

{#"fh D

]r: EVELATIONS in ref-
ercnce to the neglect-
ed, filthy, and disenre-
breeding condition of
Chicago’s atreety and
R+ alleys will be mado
&\ with a particularity,
array of fects, and
knowledge acquired
.. by personal investiga-
tion never beforo at-
tempted when the BMunicipal Order
League meets next Monday, The leaguo
wne formed only this spring, but
with such women :as Adn C. Sweet
in every ward and almost every precinct in
the- city fignting for publlc clenulinoss nml
ing the 1) and i
public servants it is thought about time lor
revclations and reforms,

The mecting next Monday will be tho third
regular monthly ono of the league and will be
specially interesting because the reports of
members 88 to the condition of the atreets and
alleya in theirimmediate neighborhoods will
bo submitted for consideration. The reports
arc, 10 most instances, exhrustive oues and
made our on bianks supplied by the leaguo,
The blanks embraco a sorics of thirty-six
questions and  cover every necessity connccted
with the removal of dirt and garbage and the
actunl condition of the atreets and alleys.

Tho first four questions relate ta the loca-
tions of etrects and alleys in the precinet of
tho ward where the member or investigator
lives and whether they are paved or unpaved.
The fifth question ia: * What arrangements
have bren made in your yard or strest or
alley adjoining your yard for garbage or ashes
receptacles?”

The saventh question 1s, * What is the name
of the Health Inapect.nr of your ward, and
rhere does he live?” . And the answers show
tho parsistenco with which that officiat koops
himnself invisible. Few of. tho - investignting
meinbors could ever find or locate hitn. They
have had the samc difficultics about the con-
tractor employed to remove garbage, i,
and only by mercst chance could learn any-
thing about the strect-cleaning contracter.
Question nine is, * How often is tho garbage,
ete,, removed ™

The answers show the jrregularity of tho
service. At some few points the garbage is
removed daily. at othors two or three times o
woek ; in the Eleventh Ward ** usually unca o
week,” in the Twelfth Ward * vory irregular-
1y," or not often,” in the Fourth Precinct of
the Thirty-second Ward ** every two weoks,’
and in the Eight Procinct of the same ward
# whenever it pleases his honor,”

Question 11--* How often aro tho streets
swept?’ “Every day by private arrange-
ments” in tho Sixteenth Preciocet of tho
Second Ward; * sometimes every month, but
not for the last three months!'; “* April 19, the
last titno sinco lnst fall”; ‘“very scldom';
‘ not this year’'; *“not once in six months™;
“onco since last fall'”’; *‘indefinitely”;
“hardly ever'; *'when the spirit moves tho
tax.cater” ; suzh are samples of tho answera
given.

Question 14—* Are the alleys ever thor-
oughly cleaned?”’ A member living in the
First Precinct of the First Ward promptly
onawers “ Never,” and the like answer, with
sligzht variatiocs, comes from every ward and
precinct heard from, A woman in the Third
Precinct of tho Twelfth Ward eays: **Per-
haps, but nat since I'vo beon watching.”

Questian 19—*“ Did you ever sco tho Health
Inspector or the Public Works Inepector on
duty in your district? *No," *‘Never,” aro
the {rom all dirocti

Questions 20 to 23 relate to the collecting of
garbage and the manncr in which it is ro-
moved. The answera show that opon wagons
areinvariably used-in removing it, and that
only in rare instnnces is any covering usecd,
and then only a piceo of cloth,

Question 24—* Do the wagons spill their
contenta?” **They aro both spilled aud
blown off," is the tenor of most of the replies.
“The wrgons leave o trail of filth behind
them, and often seattor through n ward what
they colloct in & precinct,” is the substance
of cna answer.

Careless Wark of City Employos.

Question 26— Do the men look strong?”
“Thoy are so dirty you cannot tell,” is what
a West Sido woman replics, * Not strong
enough to lift alono the barrels of garbage, wu
all is emptied on the strect and then shoveled
into the wagon, leaving the street disgustingly
littered,” is nnother testimony. * Usually
young and colored;” * they are not uld but
are lazy and Iack strength,” arc twa othor
opinions.

Question 27—*“ Ara they expeditious nt
their work?” * Yes, so wmuch 8o that they
only half do it,” is a reply with irony in i,
and *pousibly too much 80,” i noother,

The greatest sarionce is in the Answers to
question 28—about the kind of horses the con-
tractors use. This probobly is due to the
fact that womnen are but poor judges of horses
anyhow. Some assert that thu horecs aro
walking skelctons, others that they ars good
and {at, and one oxp the ¥ inion
in demnbmg thein as ** fair, not crippled nor
sick.”? All, however, may be right in their

d ts, for the tors uso aniwals of
varying conditiona,

Question 29—‘*In strect cleaning, how long
is it after the dirt is swopt up in heaps beforo
the carts come after it?”? The answers to
this show that the dirt heaps are allowed to
remeiu oftcatimes for weeks unlesa the wind
and traffic scattor them beforo that. ** Sumo-
times 1t i8 never removed,' says one, aud 1t
mnay bo weeks and it may be months,’’ declares
apother.

The catechism ends with a coupl: of qurs-
tions about alleys, and tho answern are cX.
pressed in exclamations such ns * Horriblo!”
“Indescribable!”  **Awfully filthy!" Uno
investizator ssys ‘' thero are no alleys in Lake
avenue oxecping ono belonging to the I C. It
R., whicl isalways in & lthy conditiow.”
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