CIVIL SERVICE WORKER, WHO DIED SUDDENLY.
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President John TW. Ela of the Chlcago civil service commission died yesterdm‘,' at
Philadelphla, where he had gone as a delegnte to the national eivil service convention.

DRATH OF JOHN W. HLA.

PRESIDENT OF CHICAGO MERI'I"
BOARD EXPIRES SUDDENLY.

Stricken with Apoplexy at Philadel-
phin, WHhere He Was Attending Nn-
tional Civil Service Reform Con-
vention—City Council Adjourns Ont
of Respect—End Not Wholly Unex-
pected to Colleagues, Who Knew
Hin Healihh Wans in Precarions State.

John 1V. Ela, presldent of the Chlcago
civil service commilssion, died yesterday aft-
‘ernoon in- Philadelphia, -where ‘he was.at-
tending the national clvil service reform con~
ventlon. He was stricken with apoplexy on
Friday, soon after reading a long paper be-
fore the canventlon. He was taken to the
Methodist hospital, but never'rallied,

| Mrs. Eln reached the bedside of her hus-
band a few hours betore he dieql, but he was
.unconscipus apd unable to recognlze her:

! Council Adopts Besolutions.

The city councll at Its regular meeting
last evening adopted resolutions onMr. Ela’'s
death and then adjourned as a mark of
respect to his memory. A committee of the
Natlional Business league will meet at the
Wellington hotel today to adopt resolutions
and appoint o committes to meet the remains
on arrival In Chicago. The civilservice com-
mission wlll adopt resolutions at its meeting
tomorrow. .

“ Mr. Els lived a thoroughly useful life,”
Maoyor Harrison safd. ‘' He was a putriotic
citizen and accomplished a great deal of
good In the community. He made his mark
as an advocate of clvil zervice, especially
in carrying through the legisiature the pres-
ent law.' ;

The death of Mr. Ela was not wholly un~
expected Ly:his colleagues on the civil serv-
ice commlssion. '

‘It was known to Mr. Ela for weeks that
he might be-called on to go at any time,"
gald Commissloner Joseph Powell. * More
than & month ago he wasexamined by a phy-
slelan and learned that he was In a pre-
cerlous condition. He several times told me
thal he might die at any time."”

'* Mr. Ela's character was admlirable,” Com-
missioner Christian Meler sald. ** He was
well constitutéd for the work he had to do,
Nothing could exceed hlas faithfulness to
daty."”

| Tived in Chicago Many Years.

Mr. Ela had been a resident of Chicago for
thirty-slx years, and during that time was
prominently identified with many of the
most important public movements. He was
a native ol New Hampshire, having' been
born at Meredith, In'that state, In 1840, IHe
was graduated from the Harvard law school

. and practiced in his native town until 1863,

" when he enlisted asa private in the Fifteenth

. New Hampshire volunteer infantry. ‘He
was promoted to the rank of captain ana
gserved until the close of the rebellion. Then
he came to Chicago, and In a short time
buiit up a lucrative practice.

e was one of the first to take hold of the
movement for a munleipal clvil serviee law.
He drew the bill on which the present eivil
service law was founded, went to Spring-
fleld with It, and worked harder than any
one else for 113 passege by the legislature,
He was at the head of the movement that re-
sulted in giving Chicago the law It now has.
Bince it went Into effect hie has been fdenti-
fied with the department as attorney and a
member of the board.

Appointed to Merit Board.

Mr. Ela was fipst appointed clvil service
commissioner by Mayor Harrison;in May,
1900, to succeed Edward Carroll. On July
9, 1000, he was made presldent of the board,

JHe argued the constitutionality of. the
Chlcago act before the Supreme court of
Illinols and won che case. He was an at-
tendant. upoh the sessions of the legislatura
for 8 number of years.and gave his opinion
ot measures when asked, therefore: had
much Influence in shaping legislatlion. He
was prominently identified from its organi-
zatton with the Civie federation as a mem-
ber of the executive committee and as the
vice presidant,
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