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CAREER- OF JOHN P. ALTGELD.

Born in4G'ex.'maizix, Came to America as
Boy, and Rose to Governorship
by His Own Efforts. .

John Peter Altgeld was born in Felters,
near Cologne, Germany, on Dec. 30, 1847,
His parents came to this country while he
was .a boy of 8 years., The next known of
him is that he was a farm boy in Richland
County, O., where his father located. Schools
were few and 1ar berween In liose days il
Ohio, and:farm boys had fewer opportuni
ties for attending such as there were. Henc
the elementary education of Mr. Altgeld wa
Hmited. ! i

The war made a break In the monoton;
of his life. He enlisted in 1804; he was onl;
16 ‘years old at the time.” He was a soldie
in what is known as the James River cam
paign. His experiences in the army are no
recounted by the historian. He seldom re
ferred to them himself. So little had het
say about them that it was'a matter of sur
prise to many that he had ever been a sol
dfer until' the' campaign of 1892, in which h
was & candidate, was well nigh over,

Starts West: on Foot.

After the war he started out for himself.
He taught'school for awhile, althoughhe had
had no opportunities of adding much to his
own education. In 1869 he started West on
foot. He walked from Ohlo to what is now
East St. Louis.: In doirg so he passed over
southern Illinois. ; g 1

‘When he reached the east bank of the Mis-,
sissippl River oppasite St. Louis he had 15

cents in his pocket. He met a young man |

who did not haveacent:  The fare across the '

river was five cents. Young Altgeld paid the

fare for.both and they reached St. Louis with; |

a balancé of five cents, which Altgeld invest-
ed in writing paper; ink, and envelopes, and
wrote home, ~".. .- .- ! :

He obtained work in St. Louis and saved
enough to.help . him on to southern Kansas.
After his arrival.there he was. taken sick,
and for some:time he'lay among strangers.
After his recovery he moved to Savannah in
northwest Missouri, where he taught school,
studled law, and sdon-dfter was clected City
Attorn@® and later on the Prosecuting Attor-
ney of the county.  This happened within five

Came to Chicago in 1875.

Altgela came to Cnicago in i5i; asiraussi.
In less.than a.year he had a practice which
enabled him to'bé comparatively Independ-
ent; . He made some friends. : He formed a
partnership with his nephew, Lanehart, who
was. his confidentfal-man to the end. . Lane-
hart.suggested politics to Altgeld. .The two
men hag operated.together .in real estate
and g rapid rise in the-price of Lake View
soil put.them on_ the road to wealth. 1n
1877 he married Miss Ford 'of Richland Coun-
ty,Ohlo, &4 it - e wd

In 1884 the Democracy of the North Side,
the Fourth District, wanted a candidate to
defeat Congressthan Adams: The fact that
Altgeld was: a German!'a man'.of wealth,

one of political ambltion, one of more than

ordinary intellectual attainment, singled
him out as a candidate. Me got the nom-
ination, and, although he reduced thé Re-
publican majority in the district, he was de-
feated. :

In 18S6 he was nominated for the office of
Judge of the Superior Court and was elected.
He served until July 2, 1891, when he re-
signed. In the discharge of hlis duties as
Judge he was selected by the bench as its
Chief Justice, which is more of a mark of

esteem than, anything. else. -
Strong Writer and Talker.

While he was on the bench-and.after ne
Jeft it-Judge Altgeid showed a fondness for
literature and contributed several papers to
the North American Review and other pub-
lications. His articles were forcibly written
and attracted attention. As a public speak-
er he'was terse, earnest, and logical. - o+ .

He was a.-man of few words and his expres-
sions struck the listener as having been
wdighed bafore given out. He was .of mel-
oncholy temperament, but never exhibited
this tendency except by a sad expression.

Is. Elected Governor.

In 1802 Mr, Altgeld accepted the Demo-
cratic nomination for Governor, and, know-
ing that to carry the always Républican
State of Illinols there would have to be a
strenuous effort made and a different course
of tactics pursued, immediately after ac-
cepting the nomination he ‘started out
through the State on a ** still’hunt,” and vis-
ited every town of any importance, meeting
the people and talking with them personally,
and the success of his operations was fully
proven in the November electibn, he being
the first Democratic Governor elected since
1850; and no little credit is due him for the
success of the entire Deinocratic State ticket.

As soon as his election Was assured he went
to Hot Springs, Ark., where he remiined en-
deavoring to recuperate his health until
within a few weeks of the inauguration.

Altgeld had promised, if not individually,
through his managers and the Democratic
press of the State, that if elected he would
make a clean sweep of Republicans in office,
and he undertook to do this from the hour he
beeame Governor, He was exfremely i1l in
Chicago, prostrated by overwcrk, just be-

Pore the Inauguration.

Altgeld himself thought he would die. He
never entirely regained his health after that
attack.

He was too 111 to get up, but insisted on
going to Springfield for the inauguration and
took the oath of office when he should have
been in bed.

Made Wholesale Discharges.

Altgeld began with sweeping discharges
of Republican officeholders, and turned the
State offices over to his Democratic allies.
He acted with determination in everything,
following his own ideas and listening but
little to advice of Democratic leaders in re-
gard to his conduct in office.

Probably his most distinguishing acts
during his term as Governor were the pardon
of the Anarchists convicted of complicity in
the Haymarket riots, his trouble with Grover
Cleveland over the sending of federal troops
into Chicago to quell riots, and his wholesale
pardons of convicts. He did these things
seemingly without regard to the effect they
would have on his own political aspirations.
IHis friends claim he believed everything he
did during that time to be right, and they
commend him for his political courage in
committing what he knew to be political
suicide.

Takes Up Several Hobbies.

It was late in his term of office that he
began to be known throughout the nation as
the expounder of national doctrines. His
principal * hobby " along the lines of re-
form was his opposition Lo ** government by
injunction.”

Naturally he made enemlies not only polit-
fcally, but within his own party. He was
nominated for Governor in 1808, It was
Presidential year. He had swallowed the
free silver platform of Bryan without a pro-
test, although even his best friends admitted
he never fully espoused the free silver doc-
trine. He accepted it. they sald, in order
that he might get his own plank against
«“ government by injunction’ put into the
Democratic platform.

Makes Campaign While Il

DUuring LNAT CAMP@IBN GUVELHUN Alsei
was ill, so ill that his physiicans declared
that to attempt an active campalgn would
be to court death. He was made the special
target of opposition stump speakers.- His
opponent, John R. Tanner, with a;party of
national speakers, toured Illinois. Governor
Altgeld, although told that his heart might
fail at any moment if he undertook to speak,
secured a train and followed the Tanner par-
ty through southern Illinois, making twelve
to fifteen speeches w day in the towns where
the other party had appeared, replying to
thefr arguments.

He was so sick he remained in bed in the
car between stations, raising himself from
bed by sheer will power to deliver another
speech a short time later.

IMakes a Famous Speech.

At the end of that desperate ten days’
campaign he went from East St. Louis,
where he spoke last, to New York and de-
livered what was perhaps the most famous
.speech he ever made In Cooper Union, New
York, explaining to the East his * govern-
ment by injunction’ plank.

He collapsed after that speech.

Beaten overwhelmingly in that campaign,
he returned to his practice of law in Chicago,
living quietly and trying to recuperate his
health, which continued bad.

His enmity to Mayor Harrison, which was
bitter for several years, brought him active-
ly into politics in 1809, when he ran independ-
ently against Harrison for Mayor after be-
ing defeated for the nomination. He was
opposed by John M. Harlan on the Repub-
Hean ticket.

About a year ago Mr. Altgeld formed a
law partnership with Clarence Darrow and
3. H., Thompson. .

The firm name has been Altgeld, Darrow
& Thompson.
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