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. The. Home
A Factor in|Morals

Not only is the surgeon the agtist making straigbt that
which was physically crooked, hut it is only a question
nf time when' the surgeon will]be called upon to make
straight that which we have been apt to think was a crook-
edness of spirit. Physicians haye clearly proved the rela-
tion between the stomach and [morals, and the liver and
theological views. Now the suygeon steps in and shows
the limitation which the physic3l imposes on the mental.
Ears are unstopped, eyes are ungloset, the range of vision
increased, and it is only recently that operations on the
brain have released the vocal|chords, have cured dis-
ease that promised insanity. rophets see the day when
one of the aids to morals wil] be the surgeon’s knife.
Brain-surgery is in its infancy. { It is quite logical, in view
of the marvelous results wrought in this field, to suppose
that at some future day a mother will call the surgeon to
her aid in the moral development of her children. She will
not struggle for years with their moral delinquencies;
she will take her child to the|brain specialist and say:
** Doctor, [ find that Johnny hag a tendency to purloin; he
1s also given to misleading his |brothers and sisters where
it is to his advantage. I do nol want him to be that kind
of a man ;" or, ‘* Doctor, 1 ﬁnd that Alice has a tendency
to exaggerate : it isdifficult for herto stick to facts. I am
sorry to admit it, Doctor, but, hnless something is done,
Alice will be a liar.”” The doctpr does not hesitate. Each
tendency indicates the pressurd on a particular spot in the
brain which affects a particular jset of nerves. The offend-
ing part is removed; both ildren become models of
truth and int@grity. With the liurgeon as the mstheticand
moral aid to regeneration, we shall soon devclop a perfect
race of human beings. Healtl, we arc learning, is a mat-
ter of food and sanitation, and; morals largely a matter of
brain-formation: why, i{ a mpan’s orthodoxy is a ques-
tion of his liver, and his temper a matter of his nerves,
why is it not.true that his morils are, to a degree at least,
a question of the formation 9f his brain? Will not this
view of the subject make us more just in our relations to
cach other, and infinitely mory just in our relations to the
criminal 2 We will not leave him to the mercy of a politi-
cian, but put him in charge of a scientist who knows his
mental deformity and will treat him for his disease.

Morals and wmsthetics are ¢losely related. re we not
cultivating our tempers, that the proper lines m y be writ-
ten by Time? Are we not,jon all sides, hearing of the
necessity of healthful living s an aid to beauty? Now,
when much of the evil is a fjues fé: of brain-matter and
its proper distribution, is q‘ot rue that surgical science

is of vital importance to himan pyrfection, to the elimina-

tion of moral discase ? } .

The Boston ** Journal” gives the following account of a
dinner given in Danvers, Masjs., 1714

After ye blessing was craved| by Mr. Garrich of Wrentham,
word camejthat ye buck was shot on ye Lord's Day by Pequot,
an Indian, who came to Mr. Eges’ with a lye in his mouth like
Ananias of old. Ye council, therefore, refused to eat ye veni-
son; but it was afterwards decjded that Pequot should receive
forty stripes save one, for lying and profaning ye Lord’'s Day,

restore Mr.iEpes ye cost of ye deer, and, considering this a just

and righteols sentence on ye sihful héathen, and that a blessing
had been craved on ye meat, y¢ council all partook of it but Mr.

Shepard, whose conscience -wag tender on ye point of ye veni-
son. . t
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The Place of Women in Municipal - :

Refotrm
By Mary E. Mumford

What is the city but the larger house in which we dwell,
in which, under wis¢ control, each member must so live as
to contribute to the general welfare? Good city govern-
ment is good housekeeping, and that is the sum of the
matter. The experiences of the woman's narrow sphere
are the same on the” wider plane. If she follows her
broom into the street, she is confronted with a problem
upon which she has been at work for centuries, and she
has well learned thé principle that the prime condition for
the remedy of dirt and all uncleanliness is first to sece the
same. No doubt all will agree that the peculiar sensi-
tiveness to dirt ahd disorder which is hers by native
instinct and long training should be brought to bear upon’
every part of a great city. She should be an active ally
of the street-cleaning department, and every-district might
have a woman supervisor with authority to insist that stra
papers shdll not lie on the pavements, that back alleys
shall not be strewn with garbage, that unwholesome odors
shall be traced to their source, and nuisances abated. I
know answer will be made that this is, ih part at least, the
function of the police force; and no doubt they have
honest intention to carry out the orders given them, but,
as they are men, these are duties for which they have no
aptness or liking, and many of them, I am afraid, if called
to account, would retort in the spirit of the boy who said
his ‘¢ grandmother made a fuss about a grease-spot if it
wasn’t any bigger than your hat.”

The beginnings of woman’s city housekeeping have
already been made in several large towns under the name
of‘Women's Health Protective Associations, To read the
reports of what they have done inspirestone like the %is-
tory of the old crusades. These voluntary organizations
have taken in hand investigaticns into school hygiene,
tenement-houses, sanitary inspection of stores, condition
of streets and cars; offenses of gas-houses, slaughter-
houses, disposition of stable refuse, garbage, etc. They
bave made themseclves wholesomely respected and feared
by men who had defied the orders of the law and the peti-
tions of the people. 1 am not prepared to say whether
this agency should be officially attached to the city gov-
ernment, but it should certainly be a permanently organ-
i1zed force employed for the civic good .

Now, our municipal home once cleaned, we may begin
to beautify it, in which work the woman would, by natural
right, have an important share. Art commissions of men
and women should look after the adornment of the city,
make parks and open spaces, secure good pictures and
omaments for public schools, encourage a better archi-
tecture, and prevent the imposition on an unsuspecting
public of monstrosities in painting and sculpture.

It goes without saying that women should have large ¢*
share in the control of school affairs. It is as the mother,
as the natural educator of the child, that it is not only her
right but her bounden duty to follow her little ones into
the school-room ‘and know every detail of their training
there. No reasonable person would deny this. The peo-
ple have over and over again expressed their approval by
making women eligible {o school boards and giving them
the vote for school commissioners. Yet they have little to
do with control of education. The reason for this I find
in the fact that, with a few very honorable exceptions, in
every large town or city the sacred function of education
has been made the football of politicians. It seems as if
we are sometimes willfully blind in refusing to see that
education is a science which cannot be administered by
Tom, Dick, and| Harry with any expectation of proper
development. We are throwing our money away, which
is serious enoughl; but, worse than that, we are throv‘;ing the
precious time of jour children away, and robbing them of
the proper preparation for life. A board of lawyers might
as well attempt to give medicine to a suffering cammunit
as aboard of chahce citizens expect wisely to direct the o
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interests of education. It is the I’most important pcien%re in
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the world, and the most undeveloped and c'pmi)lex. Only
cxperts should dare administer it, and they may, well enter
upon such a solemn responsibility with reverent:fear.” The
men and women on school boards should be of the highest
character, and remain long enocugh in office ito make a
conscientious study of the great problems offeréd for their
solution. Only women can give the time requirgd for such
work : but the politician has pre-empted the school board,
and he takes cxcellent care that no elgment sg useless to
him as an independerit, single-minded woman shall find a
place thercon. He holds the fort with such ability that,
after a struggle of many years, the women school directors
in afl the cities of the Union could probably be counted
on the ten fingers. Boston, which has been called the
most highly civilized city of the continent, has four women
n a committee of twenty-four.
have had a small representation, but I believe the latter
has now shelved all the female members of its School
Board.  Philadelphia has two women in a. board of thirty-
seven, and amonyg the four hundred and fifty local directors
clected by the people but one is a woman.

There is another phase of city life which calls lotLdly
for the help of the gentler side. It is in the ministry to
the low and the degraded, in which department of civic
government therelis heroic work to do. With the new
attrinion amonyg women there has arisen a new sense of
wsterhood and a deeper feeling of responsibility among
the more fortunate for those of their own sex who are in
the dire strugzgle with poverty, degradation, and crime.
The day has not come yet, but, believe me, it is not far
distant, when woman will ask that the care and reforma-
tion of ber unfortunate sister shall be placed wholly in her
own hands. It is being forced upon her attention that
here lie problems with which, with all their wisdom and
goad intention, men have not the power to deal. %

T'he tirst step to this end was taken when the women in
vatious cities demanded the appointment of police matrons,
who should care for women and children brought tempo-
ratily to the station-houses. The Chiel of the Departrifent
of 'ublic Safety of Pittsburg reports: *“To ths matron is
assigned  the duty of making personal examination, of
searvling female prisoners—duties heretofore necessarily
performed by the sergeants or police officers, but which,
trom motives of modesty. generally met with resistance upon
the part of the prisoner. With the advent of the matron
such methods have been changed, and better results
obtained in a peaceable and dignified manner. In many
cases thé matron has succeeded in finding the female
prisoners places of employment; others were placed in
homes or charitable institutions.
matrons with the magistrates has been beneficial, miti-
pating what would otherwise have been a hard and cruel
sentence.” A letter 'written recently by a citizen of New
Vork, a constderable authority in sacial questions, says of
pohice matrons: **We have ten-in the city, and they are
now an established facet.
sistent agitation of well-known, Jadies, whose view of the
matier was, of course, to a large extent based on senti-
ment,””  He goes on to say that, though the police are not
very favorable to the movement, he thinks the gain to the
vause of humanity more thran justifies the expenditure. 1
quote him here to emphasize his remark, made a little
shphtingly, perhaps, that the demand of these ladies was
to a large cxtent based on sentiment,” He says the
truth. It is this quality which woman would bring to the
antairs of government—a quality which public administra-
tion sadly nceds.  For why this government? Not simply
for clean streets, to avoid the cholera, and to punish
crime. In the lesser household of the home, in the larger

houschold of the city, the aim is the same—to work out,

the highest good to,all concerned, the advancement of
humanity. - '

TRe constant tendency of man is to build 2 machine to
do his work for him:
kind. It is ever individual, ever sympathetic, and, in good
works, originative. If woman gomes into your counsels, it
will be as the silént force opposed to the machine—the
machine in contracts, the machine in politics, the machine

.

The intercession of the.

They were appointed at the per-

The woman force is not of this-

Thé Outloo:kf

-~

Chicago and New York™

‘improve the conditions of housckeceping in Amcrica,
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in education, the machine in charity. She will disturb !
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our sét routine and your cast-iron law. She will work for
idéals | ‘they may seem to you chimeras, but in the end
you will approve them, j
But lwoman has proved herself, even ' from your point of
view, tixoroughly practical, executive, and, in adminpistration,
economical. Nearly one hundred charities and socicties
in~Philadelphia are managed by women alone; woman's
work ih the World’s Fair has shown the world that she can
handle large interests with genuine business ability, a fact
attested in all our large cities in the work done by
Women's Christian Associations and other important enter-
prises. > - By
In this paper I have confined myself to but one view of
this question—woman as the home-maker, and, through
that function, her relation to municipa! government. I do
not forget that she has material interests at stake, that she
is a very large property-holder in every city in the land;
nor am I unaware that municipal suffrage is slowly creep-
ing across the country from the plains of the West, and
that it will, for good or for evil, soon be in our hands. It
will not find us unprepared, for intelligent women are
everywhere studying civics and the social problemns of the

day.
: % |
Another Hint ‘'from the West

Every year the sentiment of American housckeepers
grows stronger in favor of the desirability of eliminating
the laundry-work from the housckeeping routine. It com.
pels discomfort and disorganization in every home not
provided with a regular laundry and laundress. ‘T'o the
house of one scrvant it means positive discomfort. The
mistress must perform the scrvant’s ordinary work, or it
must go undone; the home is the menial of the wash.
board, suds, and irons: dinners are the remains of yes-
terday; and the whole routine ol the home s hraken
because of the importance of this department of the
houschold service. When the laundry-work is done out.
side the home, the one or two maids can be held to higher
standards, the work can be arranged with much surer
feceling that injustice is not being done. ‘T'wo days of
heavy work lcaves hardly any but the strongest wamen in
condition to take up another day's work of sweepiny and
cleaning with cnthusiasm, ;

The past winter ought to show the possibility to housc.
keepers of combining to scecurc co-operation that would
In
Indianapolis the laundry-girls have formed a’co-operative
company, and arc meccling with success. Why could nnot
housekecpers form a co-opcrative laundry association, and
secure the relief, the frcedom, which this would give?

It would be worth the attention of a church with a large
mission ficld, which implies a demand more or less urgent
for charity or its equivalent in wages, to start a laundry
that would cmploy its unemploycd. and furnish wagces that
would make charity unnccessary, The stockholders should
be those who would agrec to furnish work. The ageid
could carn at least a part of thcir support by selling such
service as they could to the laundry. The workers could
be encouraged to become stockholders, and the untrained

Aoman of excautive ability, who is now the problem of a

half-dozen rich members, could find a field for her uncm-
ployed talent.

Prices in laundries arc beyond the reach of limited
means: the work could be dore and living wages earned
if the prices were less per doren, and carc in the work
were guaranteed. It is not refreshing to have one's
clothes returned by the outside laundress smelling of the
week’s dinners of the apartment_in which they have becn
washed, irooed, and aired; with the concentrated essence
of cheap tobacco in every fold. ™ . .

Laundry-work and family bakisg will be taken out of
the homes in-America when American housekeepers com-
bine to;secure the least frictién and annoyance for the
money expended. ‘
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